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A Report From HQ 


by Paul N. Dane, Executive Director 


We have both good news and bad news to 
report this month. We'll give you the good 
news first: 


We continue to show a regular increase in 
membership. The current list of 19 new 
members appears on page two. We extend 
each and every one a sincere “Welcome 
Aboard”, All are radio amateurs. Our 
continued enroliment is partly due to our nets 
and to our regular advertisement in OST. 
Many new members are recruited by our 
present members “on the air” and some come 
through other organizations, such as the Naval 
Cryptological Veterans Association, from the 
Gallups Island Radio Association and others. We 
are, of Course, grateful for all these “assists” 
and hope they will Continue. 


But the “bad news” is that apparently all our 
Canadian and some of our overseas members 
have not yet received any issue of this 
newsletter. The reason for non-delivery of 
what we always label “Dated Material” is, we 
are told, the classification “Surface Mail” which 
we have used in the past with no problem. 
Just why delivery of your World Wireless 
Beacon should be severely delayed - or not 
occur at all - is a puzzle to us. Some of our 
Canadian members place the blame on their 
Postal Service. Whatever the reason, we are 
now taking steps to expedite delivery by using 
Air Mail, beginning with this issue. 


Because we are now holding an election of 
SOWP officers and Board members, it is 
important that each regular member have an 
opportunity to vote. We have therefore 
inserted a “repeat” ballot form in this issue for 
all our Canadian and overseas members. We 
have also extended the voting period through 
October 31, 1989. Again, we urge all full 


members to send in a ballot if they have not 
yet done so. Just mark the pre-addressed 


ballot form, fold and mail it_to our Election 
feller, Mr. Charies Coieman. Thank you. 


Columbus, OH. 43213 - USA 


Sept. - Oct. 1989 


Letters to the Editor 
To: Editor, World Wireless Beacon - 


From: E. H. (Ted) Heavens, SOWP 2556-P, 
VE7CHE, 13216 - 100th Ave., Surrey BC CANADA, 
V3T 1H5, 15 July, 1989 


“Dear Ted: (W8STP) I want my No. 1 and No. 2 
copies and subsequent issues of the bulletin 
please. There is a way - send them First 
Class Mail. 


“| am sure all Canadian members of SOWP 
realize the ’slight mixup’ regarding 4th and 3rd 
class mail between the two postal systems. 
They are also only too aware of the real 
reason... 


“| am fortunate to have received xeroxed 
copies of issues #1 and #2 from Don Newman, 
W7CO, and you are to be congratulated, Ted, 
along with contributors..our sincere thanks... 


Uh ee 
7p 


From: Deacons Farm, Blisland, Bodmin, Cornwall, 
ENGLAND PL30 4LD - ist August, 1989. 


“Dear Ted, 


“Your letter of the 26th July enclosing the 
June copy of the Beacon arrived this morning. 
Many thanks for sending (it)..as | have never, 
to date, received the March issue either... 


“Obviously there is something wrong with 
surface mail from the Society although my 
copies of (the former newsletter) O7C arrived 
by surface mail in about six weeks. Perhaps 
overseas copies of the Beacon should be 
posted Air Mail although this will entail extra 
cost. What | cannot understand is why Q7C 
arrived in six weeks but the March (1989) issue 
of the Beacon is still somewhere on the high 
seas after four to five months. | even wonder 
if they ever reached the post are they sit ting 
in a dark corner of the mailing office? - hi. Hope 
you are able to sort out the problem - |, and 

(Continued, Page 2, Col. 1) 


Library - California Historical Radio Society 


(Letters - from Page 1) - 
many others, enjoy receiving the newsletter. 
Best of luck with it, anyway. -73 

Qu 


Alice Mitchell - 4742-V, GOEEJ.” 
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And the Editor replies... 


Ted Heavens says he doesn’t expect a 
reply, so we won't - except to report what 
we found f0O our surprise: Our Postal 
Service advised that Air Mail to Canada costs 
no more than surface maill A very helpful 
clerk explained that surface mail requires at 
least six weeks and that it has the lowest 
possible delivery priority in the receiving 
country. Other relayed correspondence tells 
a Similiar story, that SOWP members in England 
have never received any issue of this 
newsletter. We suppose this is not a very 
great surprise after all, so Air Mail it shall be! 


This leads your Editor to say that we would 
like to establish a ‘point of contact’ for this 
newsletter in each overseas country where 
we have SOWP members. In the United 
Kingdom, we would like to appoint John 
Edwards, G4BVA, to be our correspondent for 
newsletter items. In Switzerland, we ask Erich 
Walter, HBSCHE, to assume similar duties. 


From each other country we request a 
volunteer to keep us posted: This publication 
is international in scope. With improved mail 
distribution, we can make it international! in fact, 
with a regular column or department for input 
from overseas. 


We're standing by for your reports. - 73. 


- Editor (W8TP) 


wore eee eee eee 


BILL BRENIMAN 
VISITS JACK BINNS CHAPTER 


A special meeting of the Jack Binns Chapter 
V, Society of Wireless Pioneers, was held at 
the Dog House restaurant, Seattle, WA on 
Saturday, June 17, 1989. The meeting was 
arranged to honor the Society's Founder, Bill 
Breniman, who with his wife, Ruth, was visiting 
relatives in the Seattle area. Forty-four 
members and quests attended. 


Chapter Secretary-Treasurer Don Newman, 
W7CO reports that “..It was very nice to see 
such a good turnout on short notice and we all 


enjoyed meeting or renewing acquaintances. 


with the Brenimans.. Our SOWP founder was 
introduced by Criapter Director John Dudley, 
W7ITJ. Bill spoke about the past and present of 
the Society. Everyone had a chance to chat 
with him, It was a most memorable meeting...” 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS 
4877-M__ Elisha Roberts “Bob/Evelyn” W7LNP, 


4878-M 


4879-V 


4880-M 


4831-M 


4882-V 


4883-V 


4884-V 


4885-M 


4886-M 


4887-V 


4888-P 


4889-V 


4890-M 


4891-M 


4892-V 


5706 236th. S.W., Mountlake Terrace, 


WA 89043. FS: 1950, USC&GSS 
PATHFINDER/WTED 

Delavan Pfranger ‘“Del’/ WODRO, 
P.O. Box 232, Garrison, IA 52229. 
FS: 1958, USS VANCE/NTWE 

Jon Westveer “Jon/Gundi” IDSEUH, 


P.O. Box 20, 98055 Lipari Island, 
Italy. FS: 1945, Italian Navy 
Richard L. Guess ‘“Richard/Theresa”™’ 
W6IZD, 3701 W. Carol Ann Way, 
Phoenix, AZ 85023. FS: 1985 Sun Oil 
ships/Various. 
Byron Paddy Liles “*/Sara” W9LOH, 
18 Whispering Woods, Dawson, IL 
62520. FSA962, U.S. NAS, Memphis, 
TN. 
Thomas 
“Jeff /"“Sandy”, 
Dr., Springfield, VA 22152. FS: 
NAS, Weexsville, NC/NFG. 
James R. Frederick, ‘Jim/ Hutch’, 
K2GBR, 44 Creek Ridge, Pittsford. NY 
14534. FS: 1945 LST 1138 & LST 919. 
William J. Byron, “Bill/Nina, W7DHD, 
P.O. Box 2789, Sedona, AZ., 96336. 
FS: 1943 78th Div. Artillery, Camp 


Botner, NC. 

Sylvia Gabrielsen, LAIOGA, 
Bregnevien 11, 4800 = Arendal, 
Norway. FS: 1961, MT Polyclipper. 
Richard Maynard, “‘Dick’’/Doris, 
NOEVM, 16637 Green Pines ODr,, 
Ellis ville, MO 63011. FS: 1952 USAF - 
638th AC&W SODN, Curlew, WA. 
Peter T. Hulth, Jr., “Pete’/Mary Ann, 
N4SXG, 209 N. Third St. Smithfield, 
NG 27577. FS: 1944 USS LST 
996/NVOP. 

Charles R. Hawley, “Chas.’/Francis 
L., WAGPFO, 1860 St. John Rd, Seal 
Beach, CA 90740. FS: 1929 Tow 
Boat 'Gouvernor/WYDH, St. Louis, 
MO., US Engineers. 

Edward Tober, “Ed’/Marie, K2Ad, 
150 W. 79th Street, New York, NY 


Jefferson Hutchinson, 
W4PBC, 8503 Etta 
4944 


10024. Ue Sy 1941 SS Fairfax 
Baltimore. 

Peter Kierans, Peter/Jean, 
VE3OGH/VEOMLO, Box 174, 
Adelaide Station, Toronto, Ont. 


Canada, M5C 2J1. FS: 1960, SS San 
Calisto/GCDE. 
Van Schallenberg, Van/Carolyn, 
NF 5H, 4013 NW Gist Street, 
Oklahoma City, OK: 7312. Es 1988, 
USNS De Steiquer /NAEE. 
Kirby L. Strickland, Kirby/Sue, 
WASCMY, 407 Watseka St, Park 
Forest, IL 60466. FS: 1944 - Signal 
Corps - Ledo, Assam, India/JGTP. 
(Continued, Page 4) 
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Buoys and Gulls - by Olive/VE7ERA OS 


On page one of the June ’88 issue of SOWP 
newsletter O7C, were photos of the dirigible 
Graf Zeppelin and a tape of signals recorded 
from the airship on August 24, 1929, during the 
Tokyo to Los Angeles leg of a round-the world 
flight. These pictures’ triggered 60-year 

emories for member Ron G. Martin, 81-SGP, 
and he wrote to share with us all - 


The Graf Zeppelin - KUP Story 

The year was 1929. The United States had 
not yet been plunged into the disastrous 
depression which was to begin October 29. 
Station KUP, San Francisco, California, was 
hiring more radio operators to begin 24 hour 
press service. It was the year that the new 
DeForest 3KW transmitter was installed at the 
Station, employing DC CW instead of the famous 
240-cycle signal of the old KUP tuned 
plate-tuned grid transmitter. The power input 
of the latter was supposed to be only about 
750 to 800 watts, but on many occasions, 
after the antenna system had been 
refurbished, it ran well over 2.5 KW. “Needless 
to say, recalls Ron, “that 240-cycle, beautiful 
note carried our press all over the world and 
we worked many ships over the seven seas." 


Notice was received that the Graf 
Zeppelin would start her round-the-world trip 
in mid-August, 1929. Ron’s boss, George Hearst, 
‘wanted the station to set up monitoring of the 
flight and also to carry on schedules with the 
Graf, whose call letters were DENNE. It was to 
be especially interesting because there would 
be an old friend aboard during the airship’s 


world trip, Sir Hubert Wilkins, the noted 
Australian explorer and meteorologist, who 
would be filing press dispatches. Also, Lady 


Drummond Hay would be aboard as a 
passenger. So, given a few weeks notice, the 
Station staff began their preparations. 


_ For those of us somewhat hazy about that 
time period, and airships in general, a little 
background may be in order. The Graf 
Zeppelin, built in 1928, was a giant dirigible 
800 feet in length and 100 feet in diameter. She 
carried five engines hung from pods on her two 
Structural sides. Her cruising speed was 70 
miles per hour and she could carry 70 
passengers in luxurious accommodations. The 
coming of the Graf Zeppelin to aviation would 
prove to the worid that dirigibles were an 
excellent means of transportation, faster than 
marine ships, although slower than airplanes. 
There was a need for cargo-carrying airships 
and the dirigible was thought to fill this need. 


On October 15, 1928, the Graf Zeppelin 
completed her first crossing of the Atlantic to 


Lakehurst, NJ under the command of Count 
Hugo von Eckener. He set her return trip to 


SE 


Germany for October 28. That triumphant 
return took 71 hours, some storm-tossed, to 
fly 3,967.1 miles to Friedrichshafen’ from 
Lakehurst. The Guiness Book of Worid 
Records lists the trip as the accredited world 
distance record for airships. 


Nine months passed. The Graf Zeppelin 
made a second round trip to Lakehurst from 
August 1 - 7, 1929. Meanwhile, the staff at KUP 
had completed arrangements and were ready 
for the globe-circling flight. They had notified 
the Graf’s four operators and her chief that 
KUP would be monitoring all marine frequencies 
and would attempt to keep schedules with her 
on the hour or half-hour, at her discretion. 


KUP started working DENNE after she left 
Friedrichshafen, at 4:35 a.m. August 15, 1929, 
headed eastward out across Europe and 
Siberia. They lost the airship for about 12 
hours while she was over mid-Siberia, then 
when she was near Tomsk, began hourly 
contacts all the way across the Pacific to Los 
Angeles and eastward to Lakehurst. The 
Station accomplished what Sir Hubert Wilkins 
claimed was a phenomenal feat, but to the 
operating staff it was just another job to be 
done...and they did it! 


KUP handled numerous press dispatches 
which the Hearst newspaper chain had 
arranged for beforehand; they were published 
daily in the San Francisco Examiner and other 
Hearst papers. 


Captain Voortmeyer, an old sea captain, was 
aboard the KUP staff. His job was to plot the 
Graf Zeppelin's hourly position reports and 
he kept a green-lined chart of the world which 
showed the dirigible’s progress. Ron 
remembers the Captain .. wearing in German on 
several occasions. “He tried to convince my 
operators to send his sayings in German to the 
Graf, “ says Ron, “but my orders were 
Strictly to follow my rules..straight English at all 
times!" It was well they adhered to it, for one 
of the Captain’s comments really cussed out 
DENNE’s radio personnel. The German 
operators understood little English, but with 'Q’ 
signals, all managed very well. 


When the airship was about two days out of 
San Francisco, Ron received a call from George 
Hearst. The Hearst papers had arranged for 
Ron and Wooster Taylor, a reknowned 
reporter for the S.F. Examiner, to fly out to 
sea in two Army biplanes to meet the Graf 
Zeppelin when she was about 100 miles from 
SFO. Wooster was to use the radio-telephone 
in his plane and Ron the CW rig in his aircraft. 


KUP’s operators had been instructed to monitor 
(Continued, Page 4) 


(Graf Zeppelin - from Page 3} 

both frequencies constantly during the flight, 
since the planes were equipped only with 
equipment for 375 meters and had no short 
wave receivers. Unfortunately, Taylor didn’t 
follow instructions and burned up _ the 
transmitter aboard his plane, thus leaving Ron's 
transmissions of the trip back to San Francisco 
the only successful copy. 


Ron says he sent blind at 25 wpm and 
Howard Cookson, 6GW, (140-SSGP, Silent Key) 
who was standing by at KUP covering his 
frequency, copied successfully all of his 
momentary bulletins during the flight alongside 
the Graf. 


On the flight out to sea, Ron carried 
binoculars and occupied the observer’s seat 
aboard the plane piloted by a Lt. Brooks. “I 
picked up the Graf as a black dot on the 
horizon when we were about 100 miles west of 
SFO,” remembers Ron, ‘and we finally caught up 
to her as our KUP operators were conversing 
with her operators, telling them of our coming 
Out to meet them, SO our appearance was no 
Surprise.” Apparently the Graf’s intercom had 
alerted all the passengers, for when the planes 
flew in alongside the airship, Ron spotted Sir 
Hubert Wilkins and Lady Drummond Hay at the 
windows of the cabin salon, Sir Hubert waving 
excitedly. KUP had sent him a message that 
Ron would be in the observation cockpit of one 
plane and would be wearing flying togs and a 
long white scarf wrapped around his neck. Ron 
waved back, at the same time reeling in his 
scarf which had begun to unwrap from around 
his neck. To pull it in, he had more or less to 
Stand up in the cockpit, and that caused quite a 
bit of excitement for a few moments. 


The planes were flying at 80 mph, but the 
Graf was only making 60, so it was necessary 
to fly circles around her all the way back to 
San Francisco. There the airship made three 
circuits over the city, then said “adieu” - the 
planes following her south to Monterey where 
they waved their goodbyes. 


On the return approach to Crissey Field, Ron 
Martin fired a Very pistol, sending up a rocket 
flare and parachute to light their way back to 
the landing strip. As the planes rolled up to the 
flight line, they were immediately surrounded 
by scores of people. Shouts of 
“Congratulations!” and “Well Done!" filled the air. 


Ron’s transmissions had been copied solid 
by KUP and each dispatch was sent by runner 
over to editor Josh Eppinger at the editorial 
rooms of the Examiner. “He was a great 
writer,” remembers Ron, “and he made those 


= 


dispatches of ten words or more into very 
interesting copy.” 

Her world-circling flight took 21 days and & 
hours. Graf Zeppelin, LZ127, was the first 
dirigible to fly around the worid. In 1931, she 
made a round trip to the Arctic and performed 


some important observations and scientific 
studies. According to Ron, some say that 
Arctic venture was probably to gather 


information for war planning by Germany. 


From 1933 to 1937, the Graf was pressed 
into regular commercial service between 
Germany and South America. Graf 
Zeppelin, according to most observers, 
proved beyond doubt her worth in air 
transportation. Dr. Eckener's famous airship 
made 590 flights and was decommissioned in 
Frankfurt, Germany June 19, 1937, some 13 
months after the fatal crash of the larger 
Hindenburg, at Lakehurst. NJ. Eckener, a 
Stanch opponent of political developments in 
Germany which led to World War Ii, died at his 
home in Konstanz, near Friedrichshafen, August 
14, 1954. He was 86. 


Ron reports that photos of the two Army 
biplanes flying around DENNE are in the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., where 
they are still for sale. He saw them on a 1980 
vacation trip to the east. “| have a copy of 
one of them on the wall in my office,” he says, 
“along with many other memorabilia of the good 
ol days!" 

(if you're interested in a full account of the 
history of the famous airship, check your public 
library for the book, Graf Zeppelin - The 
Adventures of an Aerial Globetrotter, copyright 
1958 by J. Gordon Vaeth, and published by 
Harper & Brothers, New York, NY. - Editor) 
(NEW MEMBERS - From Page 2) 

4893-V Maurice 6B. Lindenaux, “Maury’/ 
W4NHP, 15 Marlin Drive, New Port 
Richey, FL 34652. FS: 1945 ESSO 
BAL TIMORE/WPKI. 
Orland Guard, Orland/Marie, WDSL, 
7410 Durand Ave., Sturtevant, Wi 
53177. FS: 1943 USN Supplemental 
Radio Station, San Juan, Puerto 
Rico/NFF. 
John H. Smith, John/Barbara, VK3IQ, 
83 Bindi Street, Glenroy, Victoria, 
Australia. FS: 1951 isle of 
Jersey/GRBO (Marconi). 
eteeeeeeeeneeaneaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeet 
ABOUT DUES 

Members continue to inquire about annual 
society dues. There has been no increase. 
Therefore, the annual amount is $10 in US. 
currency. We hope soon to indicate each 
member’s dues status on his/her mailing label. 


4894-V 


4895-M 


~~~ Silent Keys ~ ~~ 


WITH DEEP REGRET, WE REPORT THE PASSING OF 
THE FOLLOWING SOWP MEMBERS: 


Herbert C. Auckland, 2165-P, W7AUK, Seattle, 
WA., after a long, severe illness, May, 1989. 


Charlies Favreau, 2024-SGP, 
June 13, 1989. No other details. 


Gulfport, MS., 


Landon C. Ficke/, 2721-P, W6RDW, Danville, CA., 
April 6, 1989. No other information. 


Charlies A. Gau/t, 2092-SGP, W8ZO, Ypsilanti, 
MI., March, 1988, 


Thomas OD. Grant, 4818-V, VE7FYI, North 
Vancouver, BC., June, 1989. No other details. 


Joseph L. Hassett,* 4269-V, W&PVB, Rogers 
City, MI. Long-time operator, Great Lakes 
coastal station WLC, Rogers City, MI. 1989. 


James L. Haworth,* 1190-P, WBOLGY, Poplar 
Bluff, MO., May 2, 1989. Ex-CRM USCG. Long 
iliness with Alzheimer’s disease. 


Marinus Hellemons, 4268-M, PAOBFN, Bergen 
Op Zoom, Holland, May, 1989. 


Harding €. Hull, Sr., 540-P, KBIBF, South 
Dennis, MA. May 14, 1989. Former chief air 
controller, Albany, NY. Returned to MM sea 
duty in Vietnam era. 


Ewald P. Kadiubski, 3027-P, DK6CS, Munich, 
Germany. No details furnished. 


Lamar A. Newcomb, 2035-P, Falls Church, VA,, 
July 2,1989. Age 81. Heart attack. 


Joseph R. Pavek, TA-57, WOOEP, Hopkins, MN., 
June 20, 1989. Operated the Pavek Wireless 
Museum, St. Louis Park, MN. 


Robert kK. Pirie, 597 -P, W6OD, Santa Barbara, 
CA,, July 23, 1989. 


Alfred &—. Schwaneke, 3406-V, WOGS, Rolla, MO. 


Henry C. Short, 2178-V, Birmingham, AL., Oct. 4, 
1988. No details furnished. 


Arthur P. Stark, 1155-P, VE3ZS, Ottawa, Ont. 
Canada, June 6, 1989. 


Robert Dd. Turrell, W2UWD, 
Binghamton, NY, June 28, Age 74. 


Loren F. Young, 4167-P, WDGBZQ, Grass Valley, 
CA. No other information available. 
* (See OST, August, 1989, Page 51) 


2587-V, 
1989, 


~In Remembrance ~ 


collector 
81. 


Joseph R. Pavek, (SOWP TA-057, WOEEP) a 
radio collector who operated the Pavek 
Wireless Museum in St. Louis Park, MN., died 
June 20, 1989. He was 8&1. 


Joseph R. Pavek, radio 
and museum founder, dies at 


For decades, Pavek informally displayed his 
collection of hundreds of early radio and 
television sets in the basement of his 
Minneapolis auto parts business. He was finally 
able to set up his musem in October, 1988, said 
his son, David. Since last fall, thousands of 
people from around the world have visited it, 
he said. 


Pavek, a lifelong resident of Hopkins, MN., 
built his first crystal radio receiving set when 
he was 10, and his first tube radio two years 
later. 


In 1933, Pavek started a business repairing 
automobile radios and was active for many 
years aS an amateur radio operator. During 
World War Il, he taught radio operation and 
repair at Dunwoody Institute in Minneapolis for 
the U.S. Army Signal Corps. He retired in 1975 
to concentrate on his radio collection. 


Pavek began it in the mid-1940s. His 
collecting slowed in the 1970s when people 
realized that old radios were valuable. 


He was a member of ARRL, AWA, DeForest 
Pioneers, QCWA, the Radio Club of America and 
the Society of Wireless Pioneers. 


(From the Minneapolis Star-Tribune, June 21, 
1989 and J. C. Pehoushek, 2872-V, WOEFK.) 


wa rw mT meee eee eee eee 


Lamar A. Newcomb 


Lamar A. Newcomb, &1, founder of broadcast 
radio station WFAX, Falls Church, VA., died of a 
heart attack July 2, 1989 in Bethany Beach, Del. 


Mr. Newcomb directed operations at WFAX 
since it first went on the air in August, 1948. 
Over the years, the daytime-only station’s 
power increased from an initial 250 watts to 
5,000 watts. 


He was a graduate of Georgia Institute of 
Technology and served with the FCC early in 
World War Il as an investigator of clandestine 
radio stations operating in Puerto Rico. Later 
he served inthe Navy in radar development. 

(Report by W. J. Brown, 2199-SGP.) 
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INCOMING MAIL 
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Our Members Sound Off 


Member Seeks Classmates and Instructors 


Dr. Richard F. (Dick) Waechter, 4077-V, 
KA3JXA, writes: “lam a product of the United 
States Maritime Radio School at Hoffman Island, 
NY in the early 40's... | have been trying to 


research (it) for possible publication in the 
newsletter but to no avail. Seems the federal 
government has stored all the information 


about the facility, but in typical bureaucratic 
fashion, they don't remember where. 


_ | would like to put out a call to former 
instructors and graduates from Hoffman Island 
to contact me at 104 Canterbury Commons, 
Indiana, PA 15704. Possibly the information 
that | glean from them will help me put an 
article together.” 


(Thanks, Dick. We hope some of 
shipmates are “listening”. - Editor) 
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Here’s One for Telegraphy Buffs - 


your 


During the war years of the 1940s, the 
newspapers and the radio reported some 
truths, half-truths and rumors which kept West 
Coast people in almost a state of panic. 
Shellings of the coast by Japanese submarines 
had been reported, unmanned balloons carrying 
incendiary devices had been found. Any radio 
signal that did not make sense came from a 
“Jap spy". Because of my radio. and 
electronics background, | was assigned to the 
Western Union wire chief's office in Oakland, CA 
where an extensive expansion was underway. 


One morning when | arrived at the office, | 
found a dozen or so WU and “government” 
people huddled around the carrier switchboard 
where an interfering “radio” signal had made 
one of the government leased carrier channels 
inoperative. After introductions, | was told that 
no one there could read International Morse 
and that the code signals coming in made no 
sense at all. Would |, as a commercial operator, 
please see if | could help them? 


It took only a minute or two to determine 
that what we were hearing was an 
upside-down signal, the key down and key up 
signals being reversed. What we were hearing 
was a signal that used tone for “space” and no 
tone for “mark” or key down condition. Since, 
for economic reasons, many small offices used 
such a “reversed” terminal, we had “bust-up” 
repeaters for this kind of service. 


After patching the carrier channel! to a 
Spare “bust-up” repeater and lining it up, | 
picked up a note pad, went over to the 
repeater which was equipped with a sounder, 
and copied enough railroad train orders to 
insure the “government” men that one of the 
railroad carrier systems on the same pole line 
as the Western Union system, was crossed 
somewhere on the pole line. Somehow | got the 
feeling they all would have felt better if | had 
Said it probably was a Jap! 

(From H. E. “Doc” Elsen 4267-P, W7JAC, 2345 
SE 60 Ave., Portland, OR 97215. Many thanks, 
Doc!) 
zeaeenwkreaenewnerueereaeeuenereeeeereeeereeeee Ke Ee KE ET 
- Searching for the “Squinch Owl” - 
Russell Schmid, 4488-P, K2LL, writes: 


“| often wonder how many operators 
remember Dixie Jones’ infamous sheet, the 
Dixie Squinch Ow/? It was a favorite of mine 
around the 1930s. My move to the East from 
the Midwest in 1941 resulted in the loss of ol 
Jones’ “Owl Juice™ quotations. It might be 
interesting to bring back some of that material 
to see how far we have progressed...” 

(Sure thing, Russ. Any old “owls” listening? -Ed.) 
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MARITIME INDUSTRY REUNION 


The U.S. Maritime Industry of World War Il will 
hold a reunion on board the SS Jeremiah 
O'Brien/KXCH, at Fort Mason Center, San 
Francisco, CA 94123-1382, September 22-24, 
1989. The reunion is co-sponsored by the 
American Merchant Marine Museum Foundation, 
Kings Point, NY and the National Liberty Ship 
Memorial, Inc. Invited to attend are Merchant 
Marine seamen, shipbuilders, U.S. Navy Armed 
Guard, longshoremen, shipping company 
personnel and other interested persons. 


Co-chairing the reunion are RADM. Thomas J. 
Patterson, Jr., of the NLSM and Frank O. 
Braynard of the AMMMF. 


Among planned activities are: Luncheon with 
Keynote Speaker, Friday, Sept. 22; a S-hour 
Bay Cruise aboard the O’8rien with buffet 
lunch, Saturday, Sept. 23, (repeated Sunday, 
Sept. 24. 


Reunion organizers say that Capt. Arthur 
Moore of Maine, author of “A Careless Word... 
A Needless Sinking’ has agreed to be one of 
the speakers. 


It is anticipated that special air fares to San 
Francisco and special room rates at hotels 
within walking distance of Fort Mason will be 
arranged. See mailing address above, or 
telephone 415-441-3101, aboard the O’Brien. 


- More Incoming Mail - 

The American Merchant Marine 
Museum Foundation at The U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy, Kings Point, NY., 11024-1699 
announces a major reunion coming up on 
October 27 - 28, 1989: 


“It will be for all those who served on all 
kinds of U.S. merchant ships in World War Ii, 
those who built them or worked in home offices 
regarding their operation.” 


“We want 1000 veterans to come,” says 
Frank Braynard, Curator of the Museum. He 
may be reached by telephone at 516-773-5515. 


(Glad to give your gathering a plug, Frank! -Ed.) 
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KOREA/VIETNAM MM 
VETERANS ORGANIZE 


The Committee To Recognize 


Korea/Vietnam Merchant Marine Service is 
currently working to gain recognition’ for 
merchant marine personnel who served their 
country during the Korea and Vietnam wars. 
The Committee has been contacting key 
members of Congress and the White House in 
an attempt to secure for these veterans 
certification from the Department of Defense 
and eligibility for certain veterans’ benefits, 
such as access to Veterans Administration 
health care and hospitalization. 


in 1988, World War Il merchant mariners 
were successful in gaining recognition for their 
service. It is the Committee's intention to gain 
the same support for citizens who served in 
the U.S. merchant marine during the Korean 
and Vietnam conflicts. 


With its headquarters in Washington, D.C., this 
not-for-profit organization has been successful 
iN gaining initial Momentum on Capitol Hill and in 
the Bush administration. The Veterans Affairs 
committees of Congress as well as officials of 
the U.S. Departments of Defense and Veterans 
Affairs are also aware of its goals. 


The Committee is also attempting to locate 
additional individuals who fee! that recognition 
is long past due. Membership is open to all 
eligible merchant marine veterans. Membership 
certificates are being prepared for all 
Committee members who meet requirements 
for veteran recognition. 


Inquiries concerning membership in the 
Committee or the current state of proposed 
legislation should be directed to Tom Bailey, 
Executive Cirector, 1225 Nineteenth Street, 
N.W., Suite 200, Washington, DC 20036. The 
telephone number is 202-393-4460 and the fax 
number is 202-785-8676. {(-Press release.) 


HEROIC SEA BATTLE 
REVISITED 


- By the Editor - 

Our readers may remember a story which 
was featured in SOWP NEWSLETTER O7C dated 
September, 1988. It concerned a battle 
between an American merchantman and two 
German surface raiders in the South Atlantic in 
1942. Our story, sent in by Ed Sheldon, 1422-V, 
KC4ZB, Aiken, SC, was a reprint of a December, 
1942, article from the Washington Post, which 
due to wartime security, did not give the name 
of the American ship. 


Now we know her identity, just confirmed in 


correspondence between your Editor and 
Kermit Haber, Executive Officer of COMBAT 
MERCHANT MARINERS - World War fl, 14 


Castle Drive, Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977. 


She was the SS STEPHEN HOPKINS, and 
as our story said, her Radio Officer was 
Hudson Adoc Hewey, one of many crew 
members who went down with the heroic 
vessel after a furious 20-minute gun battle. 


oot; 
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"There is a building at the U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy named in honor of Engineer 
Cadet Edwin J. O’Hara,” said Mr. Haber. O'Hara 
was 18 and on his first voyage from the 
Academy at the time of the sea battle. 


“Two months ago,’ he continued, “The 
American Legion Magazine featured a story 
about the heroic merchant seamen of WW Il in 
which they retoid the STEPHEN HOPKINS saga...” 


Cadet O'Hara, among those who perished in 
the battle, was honored for manning the 
HOPKINS’ 4-inch stern gun and firing the round 
which sank the German cruiser STIER. 


Mr. Haber added, “It is appropriate that you 
publicize the heroic conduct of the Radio 
Officer. | intend to run a reprint of the story 
from your newsletter, along with the picture of 
R.O. Hudson A. Hewey. | am delighted that your 
organization exists and will be happy to put the 
World Wireless Beacon on our mailing [iSt.... 


BISMARCK WRECK IS FOUND 


In a dispatch dated June 13, 1989, the New 
York Times reported: “The powerful Nazi 
warship Bismarck, sunk by the British in a 
crucial fight for control of the North Atlantic in 
World War Il, has been rediscovered upright 
and in good shape at the bottom of the ocean.” 


“A research team led by Robert Ballard, who 
headed the expedition which found the liner 
Titanic in 1986, located the Bismarck at a 
depth of 15,000 feet, about 600 miles west of 
Brest, France, using the same robot submarine 
used with the Titanic. 


“When it sailed from the Polish port of 
Gdynia on May 18, 1941, the 41,700 ton 
Bismarck was one of the world's most 


powerful battleships and was the key to Hitler’s 
plan to blockade Britain. After a chase and a 
major battle which lasted nearly one week, the 
battleship was sunk and 2,300 German sailors 
perished. Only 100 crew members survived..." 


In an interview with TV correspondents of 
the Public Broadcasting System, Ballard said: 


“We had a 60-day campaign in the 
Mediterranean (searching for ancient sunken 
ships). Its purpose was to take young children 
(via satellite TV) on a voyage of discovery, an 
education project. Over a 14-day period we 
filed the Super Bowl three times with junior high 
and high school kids and took them on a 
voyage of discovery looking at a Roman ship 
of the first century. It was on our way home 
that we knew we were passing the area where 
the Bismarck sea battle took place. National 
Geographic asked us if we would resume a 
search we began last year... The Bismarck 
came down inside an (undersea) mountain 
range and triggered a tremendous avalanche...” 
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Master Storyteller 


We extend a warm “Welcome Aboard” to 


Thomas H. Raddall, of Liverpool, Nova Scotia, 
Honorary Member No. 23, Society of Wireless 
Pioneers. Mr. Raddall, born in Hythe, England, in 
1903, is best known for his novel, The Nymph 
and the Lamp, published earlier this century 
and reprinted in 1982. (New Canadian Library 
N38, McClelland and Stewart, Ltd., 25 Hollinger 
Rd., Toronto, Ont. Canada). 

The story, centered around lonely, 
storm-beaten Sable Island where’ Raddall 
served as radio operator, is a tale of love lost 
and regained. It has sold more than 750,000 
copies and been translated into six languages. 
A film based on the novel is underway. Mr. 


Raddall has four honorary deorees and is a 
member of the Royal Society of Canada. 


- The Morse Chronicles - 
By The Editor 


In column one on this page, undersea 
explorer Robert Ballard talks about a “voyage 
of discovery” for young people. He has an 
innovative way to teach history and science. 


Now, consider the young folks you may 
know in your community. Today’s news says 
not enough young people are choosing 
engineering or science aS a Career 


~ CW NEEDS 


Make the connection! Get them interested 
in electronics by showing how Morse and his 
telegraph and the codes it fostered were 
early stepping-stones to so many consumer 
items we now take for granted. Let them hear 
some CW which you can easily record from 
commercial or amateur stations. You just may 
get some takers, despite all we’ve heard that 
Morse code is a boring, dying, useless 
communications mode that is too difficult to 
learn. 


Just the other night, on 500 Khz., we heard 
CW distress traffic. We heard that the sailing 
vessel! Blue Aegean, with four persons aboard 
was “adrift in gale force winds” east of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. We heard at least three 
ship stations and coastal radio VCS exchanging 
vital information. Not lonq after the first 
reports, U.S. Coast Guard radio NMF made an 
urgent CW broadcast urging vessels in the 
area to “divert and assist if possible”. 


No doubt NMF made the same broadcast on 
marine voice channels. But it Was a stormy, 
Static-filled night. Which of us doesn’t know in 
his bones how Morse gets through when voice 
simply cannot. Let CW die? Not you and me! 


The U. S. Navy and Coast Guard aren’t really 
letting Morse die, either. If you doubt that, 
listen any evening after 0200 UTC to NMN on 
8,090 kHz. and other frequencies. You will hear 
slow speed, plain language CW practice. They 
call it “drill. Later, NMN broadcasts five-letter 
code groups for more practice. And they 
increase speed to 18 and 22 wpm. 


No, Morse is not dead! True, Navy/Coast 
Guard stations no longer carry the “Fox” 
broadcasts we used to copy decades ago. But 
they are training someone! Sea Scouts 
maybe! Some Navy/CG brass still know the 
value of CW. We wish American shipowners 
and some radio amateurs were as 
knowledgeable! 
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A Letter from Bill Breniman 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 
PG ook Oo, 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 

August 1, 1989 


Dear Ted: ... 


The following is a subject which | think shou!d 
be addressed to all members: The Society 
urgently needs someone to release and 
replace me in the Editorial Department. | would 
hope to find someone who will volunteer his or 
her talents and time to renew the publication of 
SPARKS JOURNAL. 


The Society has enough ‘'copy-ready’ material 
to fill an estimate of 20-30 Sparks Journals 
without too much effort except for paste-up, 
pagination, etc. |! am in the process of 
inventorying and recording all the historial 
documents and memorabilia we have on hand 
to make it available on short notice or as 
needed. 


Many of the Society's early day pioneers have 
contributed articles which if lost, will be 
irreplacable. They contribute to the heritage 
of one of the world’s most needed and used 
professions. The legacy of the pioneering of 
the wireless is one of the greatest sagas of 
mankind and should be preserved. Hence | 
again emphasize the need to recruit someone 
who will carry on the tradition and work | 
Started in the founding of the Society over 
twenty years ago. 


Regretfully, my 50-year-old mind and 
aspirations for the Society are on a nearly 90- 
yearold frame which is feeling the inroads of 
time. Several years before | had to terminate 
Sparks Journal (realizing the vagaries of life at 
its equivocal and fickle best), | thought it 
prudent to temporarily leave my post as 
Editor/Publisher of Sparks Journal, so it could 
continue without interruption. | regret that we 
were not successful in obtaining relief. Finally, 
with diminishing health and vitality, | had to 
make the painful decision of stepping out 
peamanently while | had a modicum of health 
eft. 


| think we should continue our quest for 
someone to again take over and revitalize this 
post, as it is in a sense the “‘life-blood” of our 
organization. | am sure the right person would 
find great pleasure in filling a niche in history 
that will be very rewarding and will bring the 
eternal apprciation of all Society members and 
others with a vested interest in our field of 
communications. 


1 am sure the Society's finances can sustain 
this project, especially if we try to husband our 
funds with donated membership help and 
perhaps finding a printer in an area where 
prices have not escalated as they have in a 
few places in the US. | will, within my 
health/vitality ability, help with printing 
problems... 


William A. Breniman 
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The Radio Club of America 
Announces its 1989 Fellows 
By Fred M. Link, President 


For many years, the Radio Club of America 
has recognized oustanding members who have 
made exceptional contributions to the art and 
science of radio communications or electronics, 
by conferring the Grade of Fellow. Their 
awards will be presented at the Club’s Annual 
Awards Banquet on November 17th: 


Jack G. Beverly, Kansas City, MO; Aldo A. 
Bottani, Jr., Paramus, NJ; Raymond L. Collins, 
Mountain View, CA; Ms. Mercy S&. Contreras, 
Denver, CO; David N. Corbin, Littleton, CO; 
David M. Crawford, Taylorstown, PA; Theodore 
R. Faust, Roswell, GA; W.H. Galpin, Winnepeg, 
MAN., Canada; Dr. Alfred Helfrick, PE, Kinnelon. 
NJ; Col. Arthur D. Hendricks, Carson City, NV; 
Lt. Gen. William Hilsman, Philadelphia, PA; Kenneth 
A. Hoaglund, Smithtown, NY; William S. Hoovier, 


Stafford, VA; Lt. Col Robert J. Howell, 
Raymore, MO; Feday so uuoer, |. - Fort 
Lauderdale, gee David ei Hubertz, 


Loxahatchee, FL; Duane L. Huff, Whippany, Nu; 
Reuben A. Isberg. PE, Berkeley, CA: Joel I. 
Kandel, Miami, FL; Seymour Krevsky, Little 
Silver, NJ; Howard L. Lester, Alplaus, NY; 
Robert W. Maher, Chevy Chase, MD; Roy E. 
Place, Simi Valley, CA; Ms. June Poppele, 
Morristown, NJ; Edward J. Reichler, Calabasas, 
CA; John W. Reiser, Washington, DC; Stanley 
Rubenstein, Denver, CO; Warren C, Struven, 
San Carlos, CA; Frederick G. Suffield PE, 
Sequim, WA; Derek Turner, Edmunds, Suff., 
ENGLAND; Harry Vorperian, Flushing, NY; Col. 
John G. Webb, Auburn, CA; Robert W. Weir, 
Agincourt, Ont. CANADA; Ralph O. Williams, 
Orient, NY; Walter B. Williams, St. Clair, Ml; Jan 
A. Zachariasse, Cambridge, ENGLAND. 
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~ Modern Proverb ~ 
Behold the Warranty: The bold print giveth... 
The fine print taketh away. 
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*** An Ancient Keyer*** 


John Asher, 3455-V, W2NXB, out on Long 
Island at New Suffolk, NY, has two hobbies 
which are closely tied to American history. 
One is his affection for railway rolling stock, 
mainly venerable locomotives, which he helps 
to keep in shape at a local museum. The 
second is using his truly ancient keyer with his 
amateur transmitter. 


“| used to punch my tape at WSL, over 
across Great Peconic Bay,’ says _ John. 
“Unfortunately, they went out of business in 
1985, 50 my nearest perforator is out on Cape 
Cod at WCC, Chatham.” 


“My keyer was probably assembled and 
used sometime around 1850. I’m sure there 
were earlier units which used clockwork to 
make them operate. Surely a clockmaker 
designed and assembled them. They are 
masterpieces of fine clockwork. They were 
initially used on French and English cable 
Systems and were carried through to wireless 
systems of the early 1900s and even later. 
They became museum pieces about 1950." 


“| fitted my keyer to a chassis with a 
three-speed gear box and a motor control. 
The motor (not shown) is from an old sewing 
machine. It's coupled to the keyer by a big 
rubber band. The large knob on the front of 
the metal box is the Variac speed control for 
the motor. This whole unit is purely mechanical. 
It has no relays and will send good code up to 
300 words per minute. It’s truly a masterpiece 
of gear work and articulating levers. It even 
has two pieces of ivory!” 


Here’s what the tape John uses looks like. 
This strip is part of an old “CQ de W2NXB cun: 
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John put his keyer on the air at about 45 
wpm for a Saturday morning demonstration this 


summer, ona session of our SOWP Capital Area 
net, controlled by Em Mehrling, W4NH. John 
transmitted a familiar bulletin which declared: 
“Now is the time for all good men to come to 
the aid of their country.” 


And now is the time for this story to end, 
with John’s words when Ye Ed asked for a 
printed description of his keyer. 


Said John, “The only source of info at my 
disposal is the Encyc/lopaedia 8rittanica, 
issue dated in the mid-1950s, Volume 21. Under 
the heading, 'Telegraph’ on pages 888 and 889 
are photos depicting telegraph equipment. 
Plate Three in the middie of the page, shows 


) the keyer and perforator in operation, with 
7 someone punching the perforator. 


_ (-Thanks a million for that very interesting look 
at telegraphic history, John. May your tape 
chug away for years to come. 
_ listening! - Editor) 


We'll be 
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- A Key Request - 
Richard W. (Dick) Randall, 0183-TA, K6ARE, 
sent in this message from Livermore, CA. - 


“Pd like everyone to know that | am looking 
for a vertical Vibroplex to add to my collection 
of telegraph and wireless keys.” 
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a Announcing 
aS The 1989 SOWP International 
QSO Roundup 
December 13 - 14, 1989 


GENERAL: The Annual SOWP CW Roundup has become an event of great popularity among our 
members, providing a reunion among ourselves near the Holiday Season. In addition, the affair has 
proven to be an excellent public relations exercise, extending worldwide! There will be very few 
changes for this year's event. They will affect only scoring and issuance of awards, 


DATE/TIME: The Roundup will begin at 1901 Eastern Standard Time, Wednesday, December 13, 
1989 (0001 UTC December 14) and will end 27 hours later at 2200 EST, Thursday, December 14, 
1989, (0300 UTC December 15). 


FREQUENCIES: Five amateur bands, 3.5 mHz; 7 mHz; 14 mHz; 21 mHz; and 28 mHz will be used. A 
tel (10) kHz portion is allocated at 50 to 60 kHz up from the low end of the bands. For example: 
7,050 kHz to 7,060 kHz. 


MESSAGE EXCHANGE: Message content shall be as follows: 


NR. (Your SOWP membership number without suffix: (M, V, P, SGP , etc.) 
Your Call Sign 

Your First name or Nickname 

Location: Your State, Province or Country 


EXAMPLE: NR 881 W8STP Ted OH (Sent) 
NR 783 W4HU John VA (Rec’d) 


NOTE: NO CONACT or QSO NUMBERS SHOULD BE SENT. 


SCORING: Each completed exchange with another SOWP member will count ONE (1) POINT. 
However, if you contact the same station on three (3) or more bands, add three (3} points to your 
Overall total point score for each station so contacted. We encourage greater use of 3.5 mHz 
and 7 mHz. Look for contacts on those bands during the first 15 minutes of each hour during band 
openings. 


LOGS: Please make up your own log sheets. Include columns for the following information: 
1. Band Used. 2. Date/time of QSO. 3. SOWP Nr. received. 4. Call of Station Worked. 
5. Operator's name. 6. Name of State, Province or Country. 


The heading of your log sheet should show your own call sign and the text of the message you 
transmitted for each exchange. For example - ( NR 881 W&TP Ted OH ). Your cxompleted log 
sheets should be forwarded to our Vice President for Awards, John H. Swafford, W4HU, 2025 N. 
Kensington St, Arlington, VA 22205 by January 15, 1990. 


AWARDS: This year we are making the following change: In lieu of awarding plaques to the 
several high-scorers, we will present B/ue Ribbon certificates to the top ten scorers and 
Certificates of Participation to all who submit logs showing five (5) or more contacts. 


WE HOPE MANY, MANY SOWP MEMBERS WITH AMATEUR STATIONS WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE 
SPIRIT OF FELLOWSHIP IN THIS G&T TOGETHER EVENT. We encourage extended exchanges 
between members, rather than mere “contesting”. 


73 and good luck- 
aZks Your SOWP ROUNDUP COMMITTEE, 


Em Mehrling, 2500-P, W4NH; Ted Phelps, 881-P, W&TP 
* and John Swafford, 783-V, W4HU. 


Life Aboard a 


Modern Tanker 
MV SEA VENTURE/WJMV - 


Editor’s Note: Ben Russell, 
1853-V, NGSL, and Dave Riley, 
4150-M, AAA, are two SOWP 
members actively engaged in 
the profession of marine Radio 
Electronics Officer. In this 
issue, they provide a 
description of their ship, on 
which they alternate as REOs 
for sea duty periods of about 
60 days. Their sailing route 
takes them, usually in 6 days, 
from the Gulf ports. of 
Beaumont- Houston - Freeport, 


Texas, tO ports in New 
Jersey, New York and New 
England. Our thanks to Ben, 


who wrote the text for this 
Story and to Dave, who did 
the photography. 

The tanker SEA 
VENTURE/WJMV is a 
specialized chemical cargo 
carrier with a capacity of 
about 20,000 tons in 30 
Separate tanks. Each tank 
has its own pump, with direct 
piping to discharge-loading 
manifolds on each side of the 
vessel. She is 645 feet long 
with a beam of 70 feet and a 
loaded draft of 32 feet. 
Propulsion is provided by a 
9-cylinder medium speed (320 
rpm) MAN diesel engine. Our 
normal operating speed is 14 
knots. She is very stable and 
rolls very little because of her 
many small cargo tanks. Her 
net tonnage is 9,993; gross 


tonnage is about 19,000. 
The bridge has two VHF 
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transceivers, two Loran C 
receivers, one satellite 
navigation receiver, one HF 
SSB transceiver. one 2.182 kHz 


receiver, S and X band 
radars, one with a _ collision 
avoidance system and a 
cellular telephone for use near 
port and when docked. Most 
steering is done by the 
gyro-controlied ‘Iron Mike”. 
The SEA VENTURE operates 
with a crew of 20 persons. In 


guard 


the Deck Department are the 
Master, Chief Mate, Second 
Mate, Third Mate, 
Radio-Electronics Officer and 
six Able Seamen. The Engine 
Department consists of the 
Chief Engineer, three 
Assistant Engineers and three 


Oilers. In the Steward's 
Department are the Chief 


Cook and a utility messman. 

Our radio room is compact, 
but efficiently arranged. The 
ship depends on CW for most 
radio communications. We 
have ae three-bay console 
designed by ITT. 

In the LEFT BAYfrom top to 
bottom, are the HF transmitter, 
Frequency Selector, 
Synthesizer and VHF 
Transceiver. In the CENTER 
BAY are the Main-~ and 
Reserve Antenna Selector 
switches, the MF Transmitter 
(with Clock) and a Danmar HF 
Receiver. 


The RIGHT BAY houses the 
Reserve MF Transmitter, 
Battery Charger, Automatic 
Alarm Keyer, Receiver 
Antenna Selector and audio 
switching, Auto Alarm = and 
the main and reserve ITT 
3030-4 Receivers which are 
synthesized solid state and 
tune from 10 kHz to 30 mHz. 

The HF transmitter (left bay) 


gives 500 watts output from 2 
to 25 mHz. It uses a pair of 
813s with 2,400 volts on the 
plates. ; 
The MF cw transmitter in 
the center bay is crystal 
controlled on 410, 425, 444, 
454, 468, 480, 500 and 512 
KHz. It provides 500 watts 
output from a pair of 813s. 
(Continued, Page 13) 


(WJMY - from Page 12) 

MCW {A2) is provided by a 
separate modulator with a 
pair of 4-250 tubes. Normally, 
Ai is used on working 
frequencies but A2 is often 
used on the 500 kHz calling 
frequency. 


Ben Russeil at the bJJMU operating postton. 


The emergency MF 
transmitter at the top of the 
right bay is solid state and 
operates from ae 2- volt 
emergency battery. It 
provides a minimum of 40 
watts AZ on 410, 425, 454, 
46& and 500 _ kHz. Back 
during World War Il, 410 kHz 
was a working frequency and 
the transmitters of that day 
used 355 kHz for radio 
direction-finding. Now 410 kHz 
is the designated RDF 
frequency. 


The battery charger in the 
right bay is arranged for full 
or trickle charging and can 
provide a maximum of 15 
amps for the emergency 
12-volt lead-acid batteries. 


The right bay switching 
panel lets the operator select 
auxiliary or main antenna for 
either 3030 #£recéiver. In 
addition, audio can be 
switched from either receiver 
or both to the earphone jack. 
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This panel also has a small 
loudspeaker. 

The auto) alarm — signal 
generator, right bay, uses a 
solid state dual multivibrator. 
It provides 4-second dashes 
with a one-second space 


between dashes and can key 


Photo - August, 1987. 


either the main or reserve MF 
transmitter. The international 
auto alarm signal is still 12 
four-second dashes with 
one-second spacing. 


Dave Riley at the mal, tuping up the tog. 


The auto alarm receiver is 
also solid -state and uses 
digital timing. Its AGC system 
compensates for QRN. There 
is no longer a need for he 
operator to readjust the gain 
if noise increases. The AA 
receiver also has an internal 
self-timer which provides a 
weak signal to the antenna 
input for daily testing. 


At the top of the center 
bay, the switch with the large 
handle is used to select either 
the reserve or main antenna. 
Each has safety links. WJMV 
uses a short “T" main 
antenna and an inverted-L as 
reserve. Voltages get quite 
high at 500 watts A2 emission 
and antenna current is usually 
about 14 amps7~ when =. all 
insulators are nice and dry. 
Antenna current from the 
reserve transmitter is about 4 
amps. 


Today,the Radio Electronics 
Officer is expected to perform 
all electronic maintenance and 
repair including bridge, radio 
room, deck, telephones, TV 
sets, VCR’s, engine room 
automation and control 
circuits for the main 
generators. In addition, the 
REO provides daily reports to 


Photo — August, 1988 
(Continued, Page 14) 


(WUJM¥Y - from Page 13) 

the company when the ship is working cargo. 
The savings in repair costs and elimination of 
shore-based service calls justifies Carrying an 
REO on coastwise runs. 


Many tankers operating coastwise have 
received exemption from the FCC and no 
longer carry Radio Electronics Officers. These 
ships depend on satellite Communications with 
SITOR backup plus high seas calls on SSB. 
Since our ship transits the hurricane zone for 
half the year, it is very important to qet 
tropical storm and hurricane warnings 
promptly. 


Typically, during hurricanes, the ORN level is 
very high. So it is difficult to see how those 
exempt ships will be able to keep up current 
weather information. The FEC (SITOR) system 
suffers from QRN hits, but a human listening to 
CW is 10 to 20 GB better. Thus, on WJMV we 
will always know where the storms are 
located! 

Ed. Note: Thanks for a great story, Ben. We 
recall your passage through a hurricane track 
some months ago. Dave's excellent photos 
gave us a tough job deciding which ones to 
use, but now we have a very good idea of 
your setup. They remain in our files for future 
reference. ~~ And here is an update from Ben: 


“Since the earlier writeup on WJMV we have 
added a personal computer, a PK-232 data 
modem and an ICOM-M7OOTY rig to the radio 
room. This ICOM marine ria (for SITOR and SSB) 
has an automatic antenna tuner and works 
great. In addition, we have built some active 
antenna systems which do a fine job on 500 
KHz. Otherwise, the console remains nearly the 
same..(one change, seen in the lower center 
panel in the photo of Dave) is a Danish HF/MF 
receiver with pre-sets for 500 and 2,182 kHz. 
That gives us three receivers in the console 
and a fourth receiver in the ICOM rig. We also 
have a new receiving antenna patch panel. 
These changes really improve our CW and 
SITOR communications...| will be in touch, either 
direct on 14,056 kHz (1700 UTC) or via Earl, 
K2IC, and when in range on the VWOA 3565 
Khz Tuesday evening net. - 73, Ben, NGSL” 
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Congratulations! 
Jack Schantz,W3FYD 


on your 90th birthday, July 24, 1989! 
“Our radio grapevine told us your 
daughter staged a surprise luncheon party for 
you. attended by your good SOWP friends Earl 
Korf, K2IC, Russ Schmid, K2LL, Capt. “Shelly” 
shelienbarqer, KC2PS and their wives. Many 
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- FALL GUYS - 


When the ship begins to roll, call the Mate. 
If the Cook runs out of coal, call the Mate. 
If the Old Man’s gone to bed, if you see a light 
ahead, if you want a sounding lead - 
Call the Mate. 


If the running lights go out, call the Mate. 

If your latitude’s in doubt, call the Mate. 

If the fog begins to lift, if the cargo 

starts to shift, if the workboat gets adrift- 
Call the Mate. 


If you're Coming into port, call the Mate. 

If the midnight lunch runs short, call the Mate. 

If you run a light abeam, if the Chief can't 

give you steam, if the messboy has no cream 
Call the Mate. 


If you want to drop the hook, call the Mate. 
if you're looking for the cook, call the Mate. 
if the messboy has no lunch, if you think 
he needs a punch, don't forget, but give 
the hunch- 

To the Mate. 


If you want the crew on deck, call the Mate. 

If the gangway is a wreck, call the Mate. 

if the Old Man's on the blink, if the Bos'n — 

takes a drink, if you don't have time to think - 
Call the Mate. 


Yes, that's who the fall guy is, it's the Mate 
All the petty griefs are his. Ask the Mate, 
Near’ as bad as fighting sharks, he can’ 
escape the Captain's barks. Thank the Lord 


’'m just the Sparks - a 
Not the Mate! (Origin Unknown! 
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ie SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES / UTC wh tL 
EFFECTIVE: OCTOBER 1, 1989 THRU MARCH 31,.1990 (STD. TIME IN NORTH AMERICA) 
NET NAME DAY AIME CUTC) FREQ, NCS ANCS 
TRANS-CONTINENTAL THU 1502 14115 W1HRQ-Hank W8CCN-Tom 
(Oscar Harrison) 
TRANS-CONTINENTAL II TUE 1502 14115 W1HRQ-Hank W8CCN-Tom 
VANCOUVER B.C. Daily 1715- 147 .54 VE7AAT-Art VE7YL- 
(Mobile Visitors) 1800 FM SPX Elizabeth 
TRANS-PACIFIC FRI O580 14010 
VK3DGC Net Daily 2822 14055 PA@GL-Cor 
PICKERILL MON 1402 3670 W3FYD-Jack K2IC-Earl 
i Start MON 1502 FM 146.97 W2EEQ-Russ (Mt. Carmel) 
4 QOSY> i FM 145.135 (Don Masten Memorial Net) 
SOUTHEASTERN SUN 1900 7055 K4TF-Bill K4HDV-Dan 
SOUTHWESTERN TUE 1532 7055 WSRM- Pres 
THU W200 shih WE6NVN-George W3IDO-Hal 
RICHARD JOHNSTONE . FRI 0400 3555 VE7CHE-Ted K6ZUR-Chuck 
(Pacific Coast) ROLL IGALL BULLETINS 
—Suspends Operation June, July, August 
HAPPY HOUR (No.Calif)M-F 0100 3947.5 W6BFU-Jess W6TQU-Hap 
(SSB) (So.Calif)T-S 02 30 S9Siro W6EUBM-Al K6AAG-Robbie 
YANKEE/EAST COAST SAT 1430 7042 W1HRQ-Hank 
i SSB) SUN 1832 7230 W1HRQ-Hank 
CAPITAL AREA SAT 1402 3665 W4NH-Em W4HU-John 
ee (555) TUR 1500 2 3966 CWA NH-Em WE HU —John 
JACK BINNS WED 0400 3555 VE7CHE-Ted WA7CJV-Viggo 
INLAND SEAS TUE aT) 4) 7042 W8TP-Ted W8FEC - Art 
TUE 2180 S055 W8TP-Ted W8PQO0 —- ''SP"' 
(88m Suspends operation July & August; Resumes Sept.5) 
160m [Oct .—-Ma TUE 0200 ois W8TP-Ted Resumes Oct .10 
SWISS (Edelweiss) SUN 1015 7027 HB9XJ-Hans HB9BYO-Harald 
GONZALES THU 0432 3520 VE7DBJ-Dave VE7ZH-Len 
= HIGH SPEED CODE PRACTICE SCHEDULES - 


George Hart, WINJM, regularly conducts high speed practice and certification 
tests sponsored by SOWP throughout the year on Monday and Thursday at 9013@ UTC 
(Sunday and Wednesday Eastern Time) on 3523 and 7023 kHz. From December through 
April, the schedule is maintained from W1NJM/4. The next certification test 
will be held Monday, November 6, 1989 at @13@ UTC. On the practice runs, speeds 
are from 28-65 wpm in various increments, decrements and sequences as announced 
by W1NJM. Speeds for the certification tests are from 40 through 60 wpm in 5 
wpm steps. W. Conley Smith, K6DYX, gives certification tests at the same time 
as W1INJM on 3520 and 7020 kHz. and at the same speeds. Smitty, however, no 
longer conducts practice runs. Attractive SOWP certificates are awarded to 
successful participants. 


NOTE: Effective 1 January, 1990,Send changes/corrections to H. K. Warner, 
VP Communications, SOWP, W1HRQ, Route 3, Box 1400, Kennebunkport, ME @4@46 USA. 
Tel: 207-967-5914. 
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~~ Shipmates Ahoy ~ ~ 
- By the Editor - 

Direct from round-table QSOs on 30 meters, 
we've learned that Gene Klein, WA4GC, has 
recently returned to sea after five years 
ashore. Gene, whose home is in Naples, FL., has 
become REO on SS TAMPA BAY/KNJA, formerly 
$8 STELLA. LYKES,sailing- from USs to .west 
African ports. Gene decided not to take 
amateur gear along: ‘Tl be busy enough with 
radio watches and weather.” (We'll be looking 
for a report when you return, Gene. -Ed.) 


Coming ashore from MV SEA VENTURE/WJMV 
to pursue other interests, is Dave Riley, 
4150-M, AA1IA, who alternated as REO with Ben 
Russell, 1453-V, NGSL. 


Dave's duties are being assumed by John 
Mckinney, 1001-P, WOAP, of Grand Island, NE., 
who returns to sea after many years. Mac, a 
former CHOP of SOWP nets, told us on the air- 
“My last sea duty was a summer cruise in 1941 
aboard the training ship SENECA/WHSN, out of 
the Philadelphia, PA Navy Yard.” Mac, who is 
expecting to join the SEA VENTURE about 
October 1, said, “All this can’t be true. I! just 
hope something doesn't pop up to spoil it.” (So 
do we, Mac! - 73 and smooth sailing! - Ed.) 


Second Annual SOWP-QCWA 
Combined Luncheon 


The Pacific Southwest Chapter-SOWP and 
the Arizona Chapter-QCWA, will hold their 
second annual combined luncheon meeting in 
Phoenix, Arizona, December 2, 1989 at the 
Holiday Inn, 2532 West Peoria Ave. Barry 
Goldwater, K7UGA, Honorary Member of 
SOWP, will be the keynote speaker. Leo 
Meyerson, WOGFQ, a life member of SOWP and 
QCWA, will provide a short piano concert, 
delighting his audience as he did a year ago. 
The luncheon will feature Prime Rib of Beef. 


SOWP and QCWA members and guests 
wishing to arrive a day before the luncheon 
are asked to call the Holiday Inn in Phoenix at 
(602) 943-2341 and ask for the reservation 
desk. Please state that you are attending the 
OCWA-SOWP luncheon on December 2nd to 
obtain discount or best room rates. 


information, please contact 
Chapter Director, 4247 N. 
AZ 85033, or. cail (602) 


For further 
William T. Jackson, 
8énd Dr., Phoenix, 
849-9411. 
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c2i2 1541-M u H eee 800% 4 


DUES ARE STILL CA 95044 
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